
 
 
 

Beware the vampires 
 

 
 

You pushed the on/off button, so you think you’ve turned them off.  But beware.  
Any electronic device a computer, TV, stereo, DVD player, or cable box that can 
be operated with a remote control, is really just in a power save or standby mode, 
even if you’ve turned it off.  Otherwise, that remote control wouldn’t work.  
Likewise for those chargers you leave plugged in all the time, the ones for your 
cell phones, PDAs, and electric toothbrushes. And don’t forget all the gadgets that 
have clocks: the coffee maker, microwave, and the VCR.  There they sit, silently 
sucking up electricity. 
 
These vampire electrical loads can really add up.  An estimated 5% of US 
electricity goes to standby power; that could rise to 20% by 2010, according to the 
US Department of Energy. That’s why California passed the Vampire Slayers Act, 
which requires labels showing how much energy products consume in the standby 
mode. 
 
Don’t forget that the greenhouse gas emissions associated with every single 
kiloWatt hour of electricity that we, or the vampires, use.  So plug into these handy 
solutions.  Plug all your vampire devices into outlets that are controlled by wall 
switches, or into power strips.  Then turn them off when they’re not in use.  Most 
devices will automatically re-set their displays they next time they’re turned on.  
Or have an electrician install a master switch that shuts off electricity to all 
designated outlets throughout your house or office.  

 
Be a vampire slayer 

 
This message has been brought to you by Wilshire Center’s Cool Di 

And they’re off! 
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Where they’ll stop, only you know. 

 
In a country that has more registered vehicles than registered drivers, it’s not 
surprising that we’re driving more than ever.  Cars and light trucks accounted for over 
92% of the 4.88 trillion US passenger miles traveled in 2005.  From 1995 to 2005, 
annual average vehicle miles increased more than twice as fast (2.1%) than our 
population did.  Numbers like these are why the transportation sector contributes about 
one-third of total US greenhouse gas emissions, and why passenger vehicles account 
for 62% of that – more than planes, trains, ships and other vehicles. 
 
But here’s the good news. Most (71%) of the miles we put on our cars are for social, 
recreational, family and personal business, not commuting to work.  That means we 
can reduce those miles, because we have choices.  We can combine errands and make 
purchases at just one shopping center or district. During the week, we can choose to 
walk to lunch, or take mass transit.  We can with friends to events. At the very least, 
we can drive fuel efficient cars that produce fewer emissions per mile, for those times 
when we just have to drive. 
 
 

It’s time to put the brakes on climate change. 
 

 
This message has been brought to you by Wilshire Center’s Cool District with the help of Green and Beyond.
The Wilshire Center Business Improvement Corporation (WCBIC) has been working to improve the community for the 

past thirteen years.  We’ve come a long way over the years; the present is good and the future is bright. And we’re 
working to make it even brighter.  Wilshire Center members have pledged to reduce the district’s emissions of carbon 

dioxide (CO2), a global warming gas, by 2% a year for each of the next 40 years.  
 

Wilshire Center occupies 2 square miles, is home to 1,000 retail businesses, over 50,000 residents, employs over 30,000 
people and hosts thousands of visitors. 

 


